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inanimate nature, to create organized beings not less
wonderful nor less adapted to their conditions of
existence than those in Nature.

Assuming then that while we confine ourselves to
Natural Eeligion we must rest content with a Creator
less than Almighty; the question presents itself, of
what nature is the limitation of his power? Does
the obstacle at which the power of the Creator stops,
which says to it: Thus far shalt thou go and no
further, lie in the power of other Intelligent Beings;
or in the insufficiency and refractoriness of the materials
of the universe; or must we resign ourselves to ad-
mitting the hypothesis that the author of the Kosmos,
though wise and knowing, was not all-wise and all-
knowing, and may not always have done the best
that was possible under the conditions of the
problem ?

The first of these suppositions has until, a very
recent peiiod been and in many quarters still is,
the prevalent theory even of Christianity. Though
attributing, and in a certain sense sincerely, omni-
potence to the Creator, the received religion represents
him as for some inscrutable reason tolerating the per-
petual counteraction of his purposes by the will of
another Being of opposite character and of great
though inferior power, the Devil. The only difference
on this matter between popular Christianity and the
religion of Orrnuzd and Ahriman, is that the former